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off from the mainland by Johnstone Strait and the Strait of
Georgia) they are divided into two parts, of which the western
half is still called the Coast Range while the eastern hills arc
known as the Cascades in Washington and Oregon and the Siena
Nevada in California. The wide open space between the two is
the valley of the Sacramento river and the San Joaquin river,
which meet in the middle just before they run into San Francisco
bay, one of the widest and deepest and best-sheltered harbours of
the world, which connects with the Pacific Ocean by means of the
famous Golden Gate.
When the advance guard of the Spanish pioneers reached the
valley it was entirely uncultivated. To-day, by means of irriga-
tion, it has been turned into the fruit garden of the world, what
apples and peaches and plums and oranges and apricots grow
and prosper in exchange for a very reasonable expenditure of
labour.
This valley proved to be a veritable godsend to California, for
when the great gold rush of the forties of the last century had
come to an end, the miners and their followers discovered that
they could hope to make quite a comfortable living by merdy
changing tbeir profession and by becoming fruit farmers instead
of prospectors. In Alaska and in Australia, once the veins of gold
had been exhausted, there was no possible chance of feeding tk
multitudes, and they disappeared as fast as they had come, lead-
ing behind them their empty towns and villages and tin cans.
But California, instead of being impoverished by its golden trc*;
sures, as most gold-providing countries have been, was actually
enriched by them, and the feet should be noted as unique in the
history of mankind.
When it was shown that deep down below the soil there by
vast reservoirs of oil, the future of the State was entirely assured
It is true that the entire region is a bit shaky, and that the dap
inosion of the Gulf of California may cause an occasional shift-
ing of the different layers of rock which are apt to be dangeiom
(specially when followed by fire), but earthquakes are only tem-
porary inconveniences, while sunshine and an agreeable and evto
climate are permanent blessings. California has only started upoo